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            Student Veterans of America | Annual Conference 

 January 4 – San Antonio 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

VES Legal Director, Sean Marvin, presented “Student Warrior 2018: Defending the GI Bill, 
Leading for Tomorrow,” moderated by VES Policy Director, Tanya Ang. (Social media HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VES Policy Director, Tanya Ang, led a discussion “Pre-enrollment Advising – Tools for Helping 
Students Make Well-Informed Decisions on Higher Education.” (Social media HERE)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/949008831761321984
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/949043748243165184


 

            Student Veterans of America | Annual Conference 

 January 4 – San Antonio 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

VES Veterans Advocate, Tyson Manker, presented “Veteran Advocacy,  
from Campus to Capitol Hill” (Social media HERE) and covered events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Social Media HERE and HERE) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/949043748243165184
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/949329723087257600
https://twitter.com/Vangellow_CG/status/949449550334517253


 

            Lumina Foundation Panel 

          February 9 – Washington, D.C. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

VES Veterans Advocate, Tyson Manker. joined a Lumina Foundation event to share his 

expertise on how to be an effective advocate, including ways for non-attorneys to elevate 

the voices of constituents to impact federal policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

            National Association of State Approving 

Agencies - Policy Panel 

February 12 – Washington, D.C. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

VES Policy Director, Tanya Ang, joined a panel of Veterans service organization advocates 
to discuss, with VA’s GI Bill oversight agents, the current policy related to GI Bill benefits, and 

to encourage continued implementation of policies that will protect students using their 
GI Bill benefits. (Social Media HERE) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

            Nat’l Association of State Approving Agencies 

Veterans Knowledge Community 

 February 16 – Washington, D.C. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

VES Policy Director, Tanya Ang, sat on the planning committee for the NASAA Veterans 
Knowledge Community 10th Annual military-connected student symposium, in New Orleans, 

and also moderated a panel discussion of the “Forever GI Bill” school administrators. 
(Social Media HERE) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963149548016340992
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/964575985701146626


 

            VES Learning Lunch 

         February 20 – Washington, D.C. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
VES hosted a lunch for veterans service organizations and staff from the Department of 

Veterans Affairs and House Veterans Affairs Committee, where Legal Director, Sean Marvin, 
presented VES’ findings and analysis, together with Harvard Law School, of military-students’ 

allegations of illegal behavior at Kaplan and one other for-profit college, and The Century 
Foundation’s Bob Shireman explained the state oversight, public accountability, and  

spending differences between nonprofit, public, and for-profit colleges. 
(Social media HERE and HERE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/966015843225219074
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/966016627711102976


 

            Student Veterans Congressional Panel 

          February 22 – Washington, D.C. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

VES Policy Director, Tanya Ang, moderated a panel discussion of student veterans hosted by 
Veterans Education Success in the House Cannon Office Building before a packed room of 

Congressional staff, where the students shared stories of what is and is not working in  
higher education. VES Veterans Advocate, Tyson Manker, covered the event and facilitated 

constituent meetings with Senate offices. (Social media HERE, HERE, HERE and HERE) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/966736715984621568
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/966744450729824256
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/966740141321740293
https://twitter.com/territaylor/status/966738597075476485


 

    Future of Education Roundtable 

Discussion and Press Event         

March 1 – Washington, D.C. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

VES Policy Director, Tanya Ang, collaborated with the American Legion to host a public  
policy round-table on the future of veterans’ education attended by representatives from  
higher education, military and veterans service organizations, and Congressional staffers.  

This was followed by a press conference regarding House GOP higher education proposals. 
(Social media HERE and HERE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/JenniferCWang/status/969307818972106753
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/969299852256563202


 

  VES Report Release 
      Wednesday, March 21 – Washington, D.C. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Social media HERE) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(HERE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(HERE) 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/976468294554308608
https://twitter.com/TomPorterDC/status/976497274804166656
https://twitter.com/bmckib/status/976471640006709248


 

         Capitol Hill Consumer Affairs Panel 

        April 25 – Washington, D.C. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
VES Legal Director, Sean Marvin, participated in a panel discussion in the Dirksen Senate 

Office Building on predatory payday lending and the harm it can cause student  
Servicemembers, veterans, and their families. (Social media HERE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/989935447265697792


 

 Trump Administration Announcement on CFPB              

May 9 – Washington, D.C. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Social media HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

(HERE)      (HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(HERE) 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/994298001060499456
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/994740586073722881
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/994739820927823872
https://twitter.com/iava/status/994573785188782086


 

     National Consumer Assembly 
 May 10 – Washington, D.C. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
(HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(HERE)      (HERE) 

https://twitter.com/iava/status/994573785188782086
https://twitter.com/ConsumerFed/status/994575956982616064
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/994596861846675456


 

 

      House Veterans Affairs Committee Testimony              

 May 17 – Washington, D.C. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

VES law fellow, Cassandra Vangelow, testified before the House Veterans Affairs Committee 
about the Vocational Rehabilitation program for disabled veterans, (Social media HERE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://twitter.com/gibillrights/status/997197922155540480?s=12


 

         Education Dept. Accreditation Oversight Hearing 

        May 24 – Washington, D.C. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

VES Legal Director, Sean Marvin, testified at a public hearing of the Education Department’s 
accreditation oversight body (National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and 

Integrity) about the committee’s need to monitor attempts by bad-actor schools to avoid 
oversight by converting to nonprofit status.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
VES Legal Director Sean Marvin previewed his testimony with an i-phone video 

tweeted outside the hearing, (HERE) 
 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/999640297452851200


 

            New York City Consumer Affairs Dept. Testimony              
 June 20 – Brooklyn, NY 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
VES Veterans Advocate, Staff Attorney Tyson Manker testified before the New York City 
Department of Consumer Affairs about the lasting impact that student loan debt has on 

 military veterans and their families. (Social media HERE and HERE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/846347768780367/posts/1795284150553386/
https://www.facebook.com/846347768780367/posts/1795284150553386/%20https:/twitter.com/gibillrights/status/1010178924125532160


 

Veterans Education Success | In the News 
 

• NOV 29 - Forbes “The Loophole That Helps Schools But Hurts Veterans And Taxpayers” 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeldurkheimer/2017/11/29/the-loophole-that-helps-
schools-but-hurts-veterans-and-taxpayers/#4676ebf35c6a  

• DEC 21 - New York Times “For Students Swindled by Predatory Colleges, Relief May Be Only 
Partial” (featuring 2 veterans who are being helped by VES) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/21/us/politics/for-profit-universities-debt-relief-
devos.html  

•  DEC 5 - Business Insider “For-Profit Colleges Target Military Veterans: Military veterans are 
being targeted by an industry 'infamous for saddling people with debt and useless degrees'” 
www.businessinsider.com/for-profit-colleges-target-military-veterans-2017-12  

• JAN 4 - Military Times “More Regulation Needed for 'Predatory Schools'?” 
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/education-transition/education/2018/01/05/more-
regulation-needed-for-predatory-schools/  

• JAN 25 - Military Times “Court Settlement for Former ITT Students Moves Forward” 
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/education-transition/education/2018/01/25/court-
settlement-for-former-itt-students-moves-forward/  

• FEB 8 – “How a growing army of lawyers is helping resist injustice (and you can too)” 
https://www.acslaw.org/acsblog/how-a-growing-army-of-lawyers-is-helping-resist-
injustice-and-you-can-too 

• MAR 13 – The Hill, “A law connection” http://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/lobbyist-
profiles/378029-a-law-connection 

• MAR 14 – Military Times, “Student loan forgiveness on the chopping block” 
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/news/education/2018/03/14/student-loan-
forgiveness-benefit-on-the-chopping-block/ 

• MAR 21 – Inside Higher Ed “Veterans Blast GOP Bill as Giveaway to For-Profits” 
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/03/21/veterans-organizations-oppose-
republican-higher-education-bill 

• April 9 - Task & Purpose ‘They Didn’t Have To Kill Him’: The Death of Lance Corporal Brian 
Easley 
https://taskandpurpose.com/didnt-kill-death-lance-corporal-brian-easley/ 

• APR 10 – Military Law Matters, “Predatory for-profit colleges that target Veterans who have 
the GI Bill” (http://militarylawmatters.libsyn.com/mlm-33) 

• APR 16 – Washington Post “Trump administration streamlining student debt forgiveness for 
permanently disabled veterans” https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-
point/wp/2018/04/16/trump-administration-to-streamline-student-debt-forgiveness-for-
permanently-disabled-veterans/ 

• APR 17 – CNBC “Trump moves to cancel student loan debt for disabled veterans” 
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/04/17/trump-moves-to-cancel-student-loan-debt-for-
disabled-veterans.html 
 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeldurkheimer/2017/11/29/the-loophole-that-helps-schools-but-hurts-veterans-and-taxpayers/#4676ebf35c6a
https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeldurkheimer/2017/11/29/the-loophole-that-helps-schools-but-hurts-veterans-and-taxpayers/#4676ebf35c6a
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/21/us/politics/for-profit-universities-debt-relief-devos.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/21/us/politics/for-profit-universities-debt-relief-devos.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/for-profit-colleges-target-military-veterans-2017-12
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/education-transition/education/2018/01/05/more-regulation-needed-for-predatory-schools/
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/education-transition/education/2018/01/05/more-regulation-needed-for-predatory-schools/
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/education-transition/education/2018/01/25/court-settlement-for-former-itt-students-moves-forward/
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/education-transition/education/2018/01/25/court-settlement-for-former-itt-students-moves-forward/
https://www.acslaw.org/acsblog/how-a-growing-army-of-lawyers-is-helping-resist-injustice-and-you-can-too
https://www.acslaw.org/acsblog/how-a-growing-army-of-lawyers-is-helping-resist-injustice-and-you-can-too
http://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/lobbyist-profiles/378029-a-law-connection
http://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/lobbyist-profiles/378029-a-law-connection
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/news/education/2018/03/14/student-loan-forgiveness-benefit-on-the-chopping-block/
https://rebootcamp.militarytimes.com/news/education/2018/03/14/student-loan-forgiveness-benefit-on-the-chopping-block/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/03/21/veterans-organizations-oppose-republican-higher-education-bill
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/03/21/veterans-organizations-oppose-republican-higher-education-bill
https://taskandpurpose.com/didnt-kill-death-lance-corporal-brian-easley/
http://militarylawmatters.libsyn.com/mlm-33
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2018/04/16/trump-administration-to-streamline-student-debt-forgiveness-for-permanently-disabled-veterans/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2018/04/16/trump-administration-to-streamline-student-debt-forgiveness-for-permanently-disabled-veterans/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2018/04/16/trump-administration-to-streamline-student-debt-forgiveness-for-permanently-disabled-veterans/
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/04/17/trump-moves-to-cancel-student-loan-debt-for-disabled-veterans.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/04/17/trump-moves-to-cancel-student-loan-debt-for-disabled-veterans.html


 
 

• MAY 22 – Bloomberg “Student Debt Surprise: How Veterans Get Loans Without Knowing It”  
https://about.bgov.com/blog/student-debt-surprise-veterans-get-loans-without-knowing/  

• JUNE 1 - The Hill - National Op-Ed, “A call to service without debt” 
http://thehill.com/opinion/education/390337-a-call-to-service-without-debt  

• JUNE 7 – Hechinger Report, “Military veterans decry debt, useless diplomas from for-profit 
colleges” https://hechingerreport.org/military-veterans-decry-debt-useless-diplomas-from-
for-profit-colleges/ 

• JUN 16 – The Hill - National Op-Ed, “Higher ed law fails its mission to protect deserving 
military-connected students” 
http://thehill.com/opinion/education/391976-higher-ed-law-fails-its-mission-to-protect-
deserving-military-connected 

• JUNE 26 – American Heroes Network 
https://www.voiceamerica.com/episode/108001/american-heroes-network-062618 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://about.bgov.com/blog/student-debt-surprise-veterans-get-loans-without-knowing/
http://thehill.com/opinion/education/390337-a-call-to-service-without-debt
https://hechingerreport.org/military-veterans-decry-debt-useless-diplomas-from-for-profit-colleges/
https://hechingerreport.org/military-veterans-decry-debt-useless-diplomas-from-for-profit-colleges/
http://thehill.com/opinion/education/391976-higher-ed-law-fails-its-mission-to-protect-deserving-military-connected
http://thehill.com/opinion/education/391976-higher-ed-law-fails-its-mission-to-protect-deserving-military-connected
https://www.voiceamerica.com/episode/108001/american-heroes-network-062618


 
Veterans Education Success | Published Reports 

 
 

• Research Report:  Veteran Student Loan Debt Before and After the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill (May 2018) 

• Issue Brief #4: Large For-Profit Schools Remain Dependent on Recruiting GI Bill Students 
Despite Overall Enrollment Declines (April 2018) 

• Issue Brief #3: For-Profit Schools' Post-9/11 GI Bill Revenue and Enrollment Declined 
from 2014 to 2016 (April 2018) 

• Issue Brief #2: Schools Receiving the Most Post-9/11 GI Bill Tuition and Fee Payments 
Since 2009 (March 2018) 

• with Harvard Law School, Veteran and Servicemember Complaints about Misconduct 
and Illegal Practices at Kaplan Schools (Dec. 2017) 

• Fact Sheet:  Enrollment Trends and Student Outcomes at Ashford University 

• Law Enforcement Actions Against Predatory Colleges (April 2018) 

• Fact Sheet:  The Incentive Compensation Ban and Its Importance to Veterans (Jan. 2018) 

• Fact Sheet:  The Gainful Employment Rule and Its Importance to Veterans (Dec. 2017) 

• Fact Sheet: The Borrower Defense Rule and Its Importance to Veterans (Dec. 2017) 
  

https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/NPSAS-Vet-Student-Debt-Report2018FINAL.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/NPSAS-Vet-Student-Debt-Report2018FINAL.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/VES-Issue-Brief-4-EnrollmentFINALv2.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/VES-Issue-Brief-4-EnrollmentFINALv2.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/VES-Issue-Brief-3-SectorFINALv2.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/VES-Issue-Brief-3-SectorFINALv2.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/GI-Bill-Cumulative-Revenue-Brief-2-March2018FINAL.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/GI-Bill-Cumulative-Revenue-Brief-2-March2018FINAL.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/Kaplan-Veteran-ComplaintsHLSPublic.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/Kaplan-Veteran-ComplaintsHLSPublic.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/556718b2e4b02e470eb1b186/t/5a329f1be2c4834184bf79b5/1513266972134/Ashford+Fact+Sheet.FINAL.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/Law-Enforcement-ListFINAL-xblj.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/Incentive-Compensation-Ban-Fact-SheetJan2018.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/Gainful-Employment-Fact-Sheet-FINAL-nz9c.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/Borrower-Defense-Rule-Veterans-FINAL-arpr.pdf


 
 

VES Public Comments & Formal Letters Filed 

• 42 federal ethics experts, national veterans and military service organizations, and consumer 
protection and education experts urge the Department of Veterans Affairs to revise its waivers of the 
anti-corruption ethics law banning gifts from for-profit colleges (June 20, 2018) (click here) 

• VES' public comment urging the Education Department not to postpone implementation of State 
Authorization rules (June 2018) (click here) 

• Veterans and Military leaders urge the US Consumer Financial Protection Bureau to maintain robust 
public reporting and database of consumer complaints (June 2018) (click here) 

• VES' public comment regarding oversight of college accreditors to US Education Department's 
National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (May 2018) (click here) 

• 33 Veterans & Military Leaders write to House leaders opposing PROSPER Act (March 2018) 
(click here) 

• Veterans & Military Service Organizations ask Congress to protect the rule against 300% interest 
"payday loans" (March 2018) (click here). (The American Legion also wrote Congress to protect the 
payday rule here.) 

• Consumer and veterans service organizations ask Congress to protect servicemembers from credit 
bureau problems (like Equifax) (click here) 

• 30 Veterans and Military Service Organizations ask the Education Department not to reinstate ACICS 
(Feb. 2018) (click here) 

• 36 Veterans and Military Service Organizations write to Senate Education Chairman regarding Higher 
Education Act (Feb. 2018) (click here) 

• Veterans and Military service organizations call on Congress to preserve and expand Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness (Nov. 2017) (click here) 

• 19 Veterans and Military service organizations' public comment on US Federal Trade Commission's 
proposed settlement with Victory Media's "Military Friendly Schools" (click here) (Nov. 2017).   

• Veterans and military service organizations' public comment on the Education Department's 
priorities for discretionary funding (Nov. 2017) (click here) 

• VES Statement for the Record on Higher Education Act (click here) 

 

https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/VA-Ethics-Letter-FINAL-with-Signatures19June2018.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/ED-State-Authorization-Letter.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/CFPB-Consumer-ComplaintPublicCommentJune2018SIGNED.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/VES-NACIQI-submissionMay2018FINAL.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/VSO-letter-opposing-House-PROSPER-Act-gktj.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/Veterans-Letter-Payday-Rule-Repeal-March-23.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/American-Legion-letter-opposing-Payday-Lender-CRA.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/Sign-on-Letter-to-House-about-S2155s-Equifax-Problems-April-30.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/Signed-ACICS-Feb-2018-VSO-ltr-583j.PDF
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/VSOs-HEA-Senate-LetterSigned.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/PSLF-Vets-Lettersigned.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/FTC-Victory-Media-public-commentSigned-4d46.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/ED-Priorities-Signed.pdf
https://veteranseducationsuccess.org/s/VES-HELP-Accountability-SFRFINAL.pdf
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