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Houw To Choose The Right College For You

THERE ARE NEARLY 7,000
ACCREDITED INSTITUTIONS
IN THE UNITED STATES.

WHICH ONE WILL BE THE BEST
FIT FOR YOU?

WHERE SHOULD YOU BEGIN?

When you were a child, someone else
decided where you would go to school.

But when it comes to higher education
as an adult learner, the choice is entirely
up to you. Fortunately, you don't have to
figure it out all on your own.

This guide will empower you to find a
college that matches what you need for
you and your life.

The following pages give you several
pointed questions. Use these to specify
your goals and refine your search. Then it's
time to do some research and to contact
schools that might work for you. By the
time you reach the last page, you should
have a better idea of what your goals are
and where you might fulfill them.

2/ ASHFORD.EDU




ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS

(and fill in your answers!)

What are your goals?

Imagine your life, four to five years from now. What do
you see yourself deing?

Maybe you'd like fo live in another part of the country
or another part of the world. Enrolling in a faraway

university could be one step in a much larger transition.

What do you want for your family? What kinds of
relationships will you have? Being a full-time college
student will certainly influence your family life. But you
could also find yourself inspiring your children:

What particular skills have you always wanted to learn?
Is there a cause that you feel very strangly about? If
you keep yoursell organized, then your extracurricular
activities shouldn’t have to interfere with your studies.
In fact, some universities might award you credit for a
hobby or volunteer work.

Are vou eager to buy a house or a new car? Such hig
purchases might impede your ability to pay tuition.

Thinklong-term. Think big. Come up with two or three
ambitious goals you could set for yourself.

GOAL #1

GOAL #2

GOAL #3

7777

0700707
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What is your schedule?

Do you work full time? Whar do you usually do after
work? How much time do you devote to your family and
household chores? Do you get a full eight hours of sleep
every night - or do you take catch-up naps throughout
the week?

Your coursework will have a big impact on your daily
routine. And different schools require different hours. In
order to know whether a particular school will fit your

lifestyle, you need to see if your schedule can align with
the school’s requirements.

If you're not in the habit of keeping a written schedule,
you'll want Lo start keeping once right away. There

are several calendar apps (or smartphones that are
inexpensive or free, Google Calendar is free online, and
it's an excellent tool for keeping track of your life. Or start
with a good old-fashioned paper schedule. You can use
this example as a model.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
. WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
® e © i
L

SATURDAY

—
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Where will you do
your studying?

Whether you choose to attend classes on a campus or
through an online format, you need your own space
to study. Coffee shops are great if you can handle the
background noise, but the cost of frequent lattes will
add up. A library can provide an ideal environment,
but some libraries have odd hours, so be sure to check
the schedule.

" HOME

]

O

s 8 s e s 88 e s e e e s
® 8 8 8 008809 00088088

e e e 0 0 s 88 e 00w

[:] i

| COFFEE SHOP

Does your home have a reliable internet connection? Do
you have your own computer, or will you need to share?

Of course, unless you live alone, you'll have to take your
family or roommates into consideration. What are their
schedules like? How loud does it get at home? Do you
have small children who will vie for your attention?

Ultimately, you'll need your own space, even if it’s only
one small room. Suggestion: get together with everyone
who lives under your rool, and agree on one room that
you designate your study area. Make sure everyone
understands when you'll be working there, what you're
doing, and why this distinction is so important.

 LIBRARY

0/
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How will you
stay motivated?

Sure, you're excited now. But what about when times get
tough? Up to four years can feel like a long time. You'll
have to keep re-kindling that excitement.

You can start by keeping a clear picture of your goals
close at hand. That way, whenever you get tired or
frustrated, you can remind yourself why you wanted
higher education in the first place. Many students

malke vision boards and put up photos on Facebook
or Pinterest and around their workspace to keep them
focused on their destination.

It's best to have a personal support system - a network of
family, friends, and fellow students to back you up when
you get stuck. Of course, you have to communicate with
them. Make sure they understand you're going to school
and what that means for your time. Share with them why
this goal is so important to you. And ask themn to keep
you encouraged along the way.

. TEACHERS

N
o
“You

STUDENTS

%

FRIENDS
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What's the one subject you
most want to study?

Finally, let's circle back to the very first question about
your goals. You may want to do some deep soul-searching.
Pur aside what you think you “should” do or where the
jobs are.

‘When you were a child, what did you want to be when you
grew up? What do you really want to do with your life?

Not everyone needs to go to business school, And you
may not need a degree to do what you love.

However, if a college degree would empower you to
pursue your passion, then keep in mind that not all
schools offer the same programs. For example, if your
dream is to perform on stage, then you should lmow
which schools offer courses in the performing arts.

Write down the names of some people who are already
successful and well known in the field you want to enter.
Where did they go to school? Are any of them teaching
now? Consider following in their footsteps. You could
even enroll at the school where your hero teaches, or ask
that person to be your mentor.

How will you
stay organized?

Enrolling in a university will bring a stream of
documents, paperwork, notes, brochures, and books into
your home. In other words, if you want to go to college,
start by cleaning ofl your desk.

You will need a system for removing clutter and filing
things away. But you'll also want to keep some important
items close at hand, in case you need them later.

And as mentioned before, you will need to keep track
of your schedule, including due dates. That means
you'll want to have easy access to a calendar that you
can rely on.

HEALTH

il

 BUSINESS

 LIBERAL ARTS

1

EDUCATION
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How To Choose The Right College For You

WHERE TO START YOUR SEARCH

Now that you've clarified your goals, you can begin searching for colleges that match

your interests.

Keep in mind that you re not searching for the biggest and best college in the world.
You're searching for the best college for you. Focus on finding a college that best fits

your goals and lifestyle.

College Board

A good place to begin your search may be

by The College Board. Though this site is mainly geared
toward students coming out of high school, as opposed
to adult learners, there may be some information you can
gather. You can filter your search by up to 10 different
criteria. You can even assign your filters different weights
to privilege those criteria that are most important to you.

Depending on how many filters you choose, you could
come up with hundreds of results. So you should keep
adding filters and narrowing down your results. The
website allows you to create your own list to review later.
Once you've narrowed down your list to fewer than

a dozen options, then you can start to look up more
specific information on each school.

This site only gives a superficial overview of each school.
In order to make an informed choice, you'll need to drill
down for more details.

8/ ASHFORD.EDU

Use Your Favorite
Search Engine

In looking at the answers you gave to the questions in
the first section of this ebook, is there a common theme
or subject? For example, if one of your answers is ‘write
anovel, you might be interested in pursuing a degree
in English or writing. Maybe one of your goals is to start
a business. You should consider a business degree or
perhaps one in entrepreneurship.

You can search specifically for a degree program, such
as bachelor’s degree in entrepreneurship, and make

a list of colleges offering that degree. You can also do
advanced searches to include other facets of the degree
program that you require, such as ‘online, ‘flexible, or
‘military benefits!

You can also search to attend a school in a particular
region of the country. Or if you're thinking about an

. , where location is not an issue, search
the phrase ‘online education’ and see what options you
have. You should be able to gather basic facts from a
school’s website such as the degrees they offer and the
cost of tuition.

ASHO0571



CONTACT SCHOOLS DIRECTLY

You have a few possibilities and some useful information on each one. Now it’s time
to call the college or university directly, and speak to an admissions counselor. Give
yourself some time to have a full conversation. Here are some good questions to ask:

Am I eligible for any
benefits?

I you have any connection to the US military, you'll want
to make sure you get the benefits you deserve. Many
schools also offer certain grants and scholarships to
students depending on their work or employer, So don't
be afraid to ask up front!

What if I change my mind
after I enroll? Will I be
charged tuition if I leave
the university during my
first few courses?

Some colleges will allow you a trial period for your first
few courses. Make sure you won't be responsible for
tuition if you change your mind before a certain date.

How many credits can I
transfer toward
my degree?

If you've been to any college before, make sure you get
credit for the work you've already done. Even if you've
never attended a college before, you should still ask
this question, Many colleges give you a pathway to earn
credit for work training and life experience.

“Even if you're
planning on taking
courses online, make
sure you can preview
the online classroom.”

How will I pay for it?

Many schools will have finance advisors to help you

sort out the money side of things as well as various
options for you to fund your education. From tuition
reimbursement from your current employer io federal
financial aid, there are several ways to afford to go back
to school. Be sure to ask what your options are for paying
for school.

How do I schedule a tour?

If you're planning on attending classes at a physical
campus, you'll probably want to see the facilities before
you sign up. Request a guide to show you around.

Even if you're planning on taking courses online,

make sure you can preview the online classroom. Is it
user-friendly? Or does it Jook like a video game from
19847 You're going to be spending a lot of time in this
environment, so make sure you're comfortahle using it to
study and complete your coursework.
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Is this school accredited?

‘When a college or university is accredited, it means

that school has been found to meet certain basic
requirements for academic quality. Before enrolling, you
should always check the school’s accreditation.

“Find out if the school
offers any courses
that let you study
from ebooks or if you
will need to pay for
expensive textbooks.”

How will I connect with my
fellow students?

This question is especially important for online students.
Can you join student organizations or honor societies?
Are there group projects, or will you do all your
assignments by yourself? How the school representative
answers these questions should give you a feel for the
culture of that college. You don't want to go it alone, so
make sure you'll have support and a strong sense

of community.

What technology does this
college provide?

Find out if the school offers any courses that let you
study from ebooks or if you will need to pay for expensive
textbooks. Many colleges now offer a free smartphone
app for their students to download. Ask if this school
does. Find out how your professors will provide feedback
- digitally or on paper? You may prefer a cleaner, high-
tech solution.

What other student
services does the
school offer?

Again, this question is important il you plan to

attend school online. Ask if there are additional student
services, such as career services, a library, or a writing
center. Is there an active alumni community? When
former students are still connected with their school, it's
a good sign that the school created a welcome atrmosphere.

How do I apply? Is the
application on paper or
online?

College applications tend to be long and complicated.
So make sure vou know what's involved, how much
time it will take, and what you'll need to complete the
application. Some schools may offer an adinissions
counselor to walk you through each step.

“When a college or
university is accredited,
it means that school
has been found to
meet certain basic
requirements for
academic quality.”
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SO NOW WHAT?

What you do next will depend on the answers you
receive to the questions above. If you've asked the
questions but the college representative doesn't give
you clear answers, then you may need to keep looking.

But il you like what you hear, then vou've found a school
that fits your lifestyle and goals.

A FINAL THOUGHT

Of course, you have to ask!

Once you've found a college or university that's a match
for you, go ahead and apply. Procrastination can stifle
your dreams, So don’t wait - take action.

Planning your education can be exciting. As long as you

prepare and take the time to find the right whrml for

vou, then you'll be in good shape to reap the rewards of a
college degree.

Thanks for trusting Ashford University to provide some

guidance through such a big decision. No matter where

you go, stay inspired and never lose sight of your goal.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT GETTING STARTED
IN A DEGREE PROGRAM,
OR TO CREATE AN ACTION

866 711 1700
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ASHFORD UNIVERSITY
TEACHER SCHOLARSHIPS

L A\‘MF‘WE - | \‘; ~

THE SUCCESS OF TODAY'S TEACHERS WILL YOUR PRINCIPAL MUST FORWARD YOUR SUBMISSION
ENHANCE THE SUCCESS OF OUR CHILDREN. NO LATER THAN APRIL 1, 2015, TO:

Ashford University is committed to fostering that success and is Dr. Joen Rottler Larson, Dean of the College of Education
proudly offering the Ashford University Teacher Scholarship to one Ashford University

of our area’s finest educators. 400 North Bluff Blvd.

Clinton, 1A 52732
The scholarship winner may choose to enroll in either of Ashford

University's two online teacher education programs - the Master Questions should be directed to Dr. Rottler Larson,
of Arts in Education or the Master of Arts in Teaching and Learning 563.242.4023, ext. 7790.

with Technology. ? J
BY A committee will conduct a blind review of all applications and will

THE ASHFORD UNIVERSITY TEACHER choose the scholarship award recipients. All decisions are final. This
SCHOLARSHIP INCLUDES: scholarship opportunity is competitive as only one scholarship is

/ Full program tuition paid; available.

/ All course materials provided; and

§ Weilvar of Techmlogy Fecs The scholarship recipient will be notified by April 15, 2015.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE SUBMIT For more information on Ashford University’s Master of Arts in

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO YOUR Education or the Master of Arts in Teaching and Learning with
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: Technology programs, please visit ASHFORD.EDU.

/ Cover letter to the Ashford University College of Education
describing who you are and what you teach. Please provide For more information about on-time completion rates, the median
detailed contact information, including daytime phone loan debt of students who completed this program, and other
number and email address. important information, please visit ASHFORD.EDU/PD.
Letter of nomination from your school principal;
Letter of recommendation from a colleague/peer at your
school site; and
A 3-5 page, typed, and double-spaced reflective paper

addressing BOTH of the following questions: ‘

1. How would you increase student achievement in your — S Or
; 4 ! g »

school by earning this degree? ~' UNIVERSITY"

2. How will you share your vision for increasing student
achievement with your colleagues?

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To be eligible for the Ashford University Teacher Scholarship, teachers must be employed at a public or private K-12 school in the

Iowa counties of Clinton, Scott, or Jackson; the Illinois counties of Carroll, Whiteside, or Rock Island; or any school district that has hosted Ashford University student-
teacher clinical placements. Program participants must be employed at schools in these areas; residency is not a determining factor. The scholarship winner must meet
Ashford University's admission requirements lo start the Master's program. In order to continue to receive [ull scholarship benefits, the winner must maintain satisfactory
academic progress and be continuously enrolled once admitted. :




OUR AREA'S EDUCATORS ARE AMONG
THE MOST TALENTED IN THE NATION.

Their dedication to their students and love of their profession are
unparalleled. Yet, sometimes their talents and creativity in the
classroom go unnoticed. Ashford University would like to change that
by continuing the Ashford University Teacher of the Year Award.

TO NOMINATE A TEACHER OR COLLEAGUE,
PLEASE SEND THE INFORMATION LISTED BELOW TO:

Dr. Joen Rottler Larson, Dean of the College of Education
Ashford University

400 North Bluff Blvd.

Clinton, IA 52732

PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION
BY APRIL 1, 2015:

/ Your name and relationship to the nominee;

/ Your contact information (daytime phone number and
email address);
Nominee teacher's name;
Nominee teacher's contact information (daytime phone
number and email address);
Nominee teacher's school name/district;
Nominee teacher’s grade level or subject; and
Narrative describing why the teacher should receive the
“Ashford University Teacher of the Year Award."

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

RECOGNITION

Questions should be directed to Dr. Rotiler Larson,
563.242.4023, ext. 7790.

A committee will conduct a review of all nominations and will
choose the award recipient. All decisions are final. The recipient
will be notified by April 15, 2015. The winner will receive $500.00 for
classroom materials or supplies.

@ Ashford

UNIVERSITY®

A 2

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To be eligible for the Ashford University Teacher of the Year Award, teachers must be employed at a public or private K-12 school in the
Iowa counties of Clinton, Scott, or Jackson; the Illinois counties of Carroll, Whiteside, or Rock Island; or any school district that has hosted Ashford University student-
teacher clinical placements. Program participants must be employed at schools in these areas; residency is not a determining factor.
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Ashford

UNIVERSITY"®

CAREER RESOURCES

For Degree-Seeking Students and Alumni

MY CAREER
Career and Professional Development Center

1. Loginto the Student Portal

. Locate the Career and Alumni
Services section

. Click the My Career: Career and
Professional Development Center
link to access:

RESUME BUILDER

SAMPLE RESUMES AND
COVER LETTERS

EVENT LISTINGS AND REGISTRATION

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
WEBINAR RECORDINGS

CAREER ADVICE VIDEOS
JOB SEARCH TOOL ACCESS
VIRTUAL INTERVIEW PRACTICE

CAREER BLOGS AND
DISCUSSION BOARDS

LINKS TO MANY MORE
CAREER RESOURCES!

careerservices@ashford.edu | 866.974.5700 ext. 20057
www.ashford.edu/careerservices

ASHO0587



THE CAREER
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

Getting into the right career is more than just having a
resume! Career Services provides coaching and guidance
that follows a seven step process focusing on career

development
SELF-ASSESSMENT
4 S
CAREER MANAGEMENT CAREER EXPLORATION
A v Y
‘ or .
JOB SEARCH + UNIVERSITY' GOAL SETTING AND
NETWORKING CAREER PLANNING
w, »
Pég;i:‘ﬂ'ﬁgn -4 MARKETING YOURSELF
SELF-ASSESSMENT

Gather information about relevant skills, interests, values,
and personality preferences

CAREER EXPLORATION

Research potential careers or industries of interest to
expand vour knowledge

GOAL SETTING & CAREER PLANNING

Create specific short and long term objectives and
identify careers that match

MARKETING YOURSELF

Update your resume, cover letter, and online presence to
showcase your top skills and qualifications

INTERVIEW PREPARATION

Learn how to effectively comimunicate your skills and
experience to employers

JOB SEARCH & NETWORKING

Develop and utilize your professional networks to get
connected with preferred career opportunities
CAREER MANAGEMENT

Revisit your career goals regularly and assess your
jprogress as you continually pursue opportunities to
develop your career

careerservices@ashford.edu | 866.974.5700 ext. 20057
www.ashford.edu/careerservices

ASHO0588



YOU MAY HAVE
THE OPPORTUNITY
TO EARN A DEGREE
WITHOUT
STUDENT LOANS.

Ask an Ashford University
representative for more
information regarding this
great opportunity.

ASHO0589
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Ashford

UNIVERSITY"

INTRODUCING
THE ASHFORD
UNIVERSITY
LEADER
DEVELOPMENT
GRANT.

Combined with your
company'’s tuition
assistance, the grant
covers the cost of tuition,
course materials, and
most fees!

ASH0590



HOW WOULD A
DEGREE CHANGE YOU?

Designed for the modern
professional, Ashford University
provides courses that will build the
skills that matter in your field.

AT ASHFORD YOU WILL EXPERIENCE:

Relevance
Online courses cover a full spectrum of modern knowledge,
including more than 20 programs in the Forbes School of

Business".

Technology
The Ashford Mobile app lets on-the-go students keep in touch
with their professors and each other.

Community
Students and faculty interact and support each other in the

online classroom and through Ashford’s social media platforms.

Tradition
Commencement is an important tradition, when thousands of
students from across the country come together to celebrate

their achievement.

NEXT STEP:

Speak with an Ashford University advisor about your benefits,
payment options, and employer-approved degree programs.
Call 888.251.5385.

For full grant details, visit ashford.edu/admissions

Ashford

UNIVERSITY"

ASH0591




DEGREE PROGRAMS /

EARN YOUR ASSOCIATE'S, BACHELOR'S, OR MASTER'S College of Health,
DEGREE FROM OVER 60 ONLINE PROGRAMS:

Forbes School of Business®

BACHELOR'S DEGREES
Accounting

Business Administration

Business Economics

Business Information Systems
Business Leadership

Consumer and Family Financial Services
eMarketing

Entrepreneurship

Finance

Human Resources Management
International Business

Operations Management and Analysis
Organizational Management
Project Management

Public Administration

Public Relations and Marketing

Real Estate Studies

Service Management

Sports and Recreation Management
Supply Chain Management
Sustainable Enterprise Management

MASTER'S DEGREES

Master of Artsin Organizational Management
Master of Business Administration

Master of Public Administration

College of Education

ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE
Early Childhood Education

BACHELOR'S DEGREES

Child Development

Cognitive Studies

Early Childhood Education

Early Childhood Education Administration
Education Studies

English Language Learner Studies
Instructional Design

Library Science and Media

MASTER'S DEGREES

Master of Arts in Education

Master of Arts in Teaching and Learning with Technology

SPECTRMM CLUTER BLyD | SAR DIEGH, CA 22123

Human Services, and Science

BACHELOR'S DEGREES

Applied Behavioral Science
Complementary and Alternative Health
Gerontology

Health and Human Services

Health and Wellness

Health Care Administration

Health Information Management
Psychology

MASTER’'S DEGREE
Master of Arts in Health Care Administration

College of Liberal Arts

ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE
Military Studies

BACHELOR'S DEGREES

Applied Linguistics

Communication Studies

Cultural Anthropology

English

Environmental Studies

History

Homeland Security and Emergency Management
Journalism and Mass Communication
Law Enforcement Administration
Liberal Arts

Military Studies

Political Science and Government
Social and Criminal Justice

Social Science

Sociology

Certain programs may not be available in all states.

To view a complete listing of courses and specializations,
visit ashford.edu/degrees.

For more information about on-time completion rates,
the median loan debt of students who completed each
program, and other important information, please visit
success.ashford.edu/pd.

FORBES SCHQOL OF BUSINESS USED UNDER LICENSE

ASHO0592



HOW WOULD A
DEGREE
CHANGE YOU?

Learn to be highly effective in
today’s global business environment
as a student of Forbes™ School of
Business at Ashford University.

LEADER DEVELOPMENT GRANT
Find out how to earn a degree without student loans through the
Ashford University Leader Development Grant.

Eligible employees may qualify for the unique benefits of this grant,
which covers your required education costs, including:

« Tuition

» Course materials*

» Technology Fees

« Prior Learning Assessment fees

« Graduation fee

NEXT STEP:

Speak with an Ashford University advisor about your benefits,
payment options, and employer-approved degree programs.
Call 866.806.5801.

For full grant details, visit success.ashford.edu/t-mobile

* If both electronic and hard copy course materials are available for the same course, the
LDG program will only fund the electronic course materials, and if you choose to receive
hard copy course materials, you will be responsible to pay the difference in price and
shipping costs.

FORBES SCHOOL OF BUSINESS USED UNDER LICENSE

A 4
Ashford

UNIVERSITY"

ASHO0593




FORBES™ SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS

Ashford University combines the heritage

and experience of a traditional college with the

flexibility and effectiveness of an online institution.
i

Bachelor’s programs

« Accounting

« Business Administration

+ Business Economics

e Business Information Systems

» Business Leadership

» Consumer and Family Financial Services
« eMarketing

« Entrepreneurship

« Finance

¢« Human Resources Management

« International Business

¢ Operations Management and Analysis
¢ Organizational Management

« Project Management

¢ Public Administration

¢ Public Relations and Marketing

« Real Estate Studies

e Service Management

¢ Sports and Recreation Management
¢ Supply Chain Management

¢ Sustainable Enterprise Management

Master’s programs

¢ Master of Arts in Organizational Management
« Master of Business Administration

« Master of Public Administration

For more information about on-time completion rates, the
median loan debt of students who completed each program,
and otherimportant information, please visit ashford.edu/pd.

L]
— | Forbes
v School of

Ashford | Business

UNIVERSITY
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